
August 19, 2025 
 
The Stakeholders Committee of the Saucelito Irrigation District GSA  met this day in a regular 
session. The office is located at 20712 Avenue 120, Porterville, California. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Kisling called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
STAKEHOLDERS MEMBERS PRESENT: Parker Rous  Lukas Kisling 
   Joan Whelan  James Jongsma 
   Nick Gatti  Mike George 
 ZOOM: David Evans  Margaret Orandi 
 
STAKEHOLDERS MEMBERS ABSENT:  Nader Malakan 
 
GSA DIRECTORS PRESENT: Steven Kisling - Chair   Mark Merritt – Vice Chair  
GSA DIRECTORS ABSENT:  None 
OTHERS PRESENT:   Sean P. Geivet, General Manager 

Aubrey Mauritson - Attorney  
Nick Keller – Engineer 
Diane M. Ennis, Secretary/Treasurer 
Terren L. Brown - Foreman 

GUEST:               
Andrew Hart – Booth Ranches 
Doug Jackson – Water and Land Solutions 

 
 

 
AGENDA – The Manager reported that the agenda is in order and has been posted as required. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Chair Kisling opened the public comment by asking if anyone from the 
public wished to comment. With no public input,  Chair Kisling stated that if there are no further 
comments, we will move on to announcements.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS -  None 
 
MINUTES  - No minutes for approval, as this is the first meeting of the stakeholders committee 
 
WELCOME STAKEHOLDERS -  Chair Kisling welcomed the stakeholders committee and 
thanked them for taking the time to serve. Chair Kisling emphasized the necessity of the 
Stakeholders committee and noted their recommendations will go to the GSA Board for final 
approval.  Chair Kisling asked each member of the Committee to introduce themselves to the 
group.  
 
Members were given a copy of the approved Bylaws for the Saucelito Irrigation District 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency.  
 

 



POLICY ISSUES – 
 
GSA AND GSP – Manager Geivet summarized the events leading to the current situation. The 
process began with SMGA legislation, which permitted the establishment of the ETGSA. 
ETGSA operated for five years before the State Water Board placed it on probation and 
imposed requirements for groundwater wells monitoring and a per-acre fee to SID, resulting in 
the formation of its own GSA and GSP. 

 
GOALS AND PRIORITIES – To have a GSA with a GSP that would show that the GSA is 
sustainable and should not be on probation, which would eliminate any well reporting and fees. 
The GSA will send a letter to the State Water Board requesting an exemption by September 1, 
2025.  
 
 
RULES AND REGULATIONS – Manager Geivet outlined the goal of recommending a Rules 
and Regulations to the GSA Board before the September 1 deadline for the State Water Board. 
Version one is a restrictive Groundwater Allocation model ensuring immediate sustainability, 
while version two, the ET model, accounts for precipitation and native yield. Both require 
recharge basins during wet years and include annual pumping caps. The group discussed the 
advantages and disadvantages of each approach and agreed that there should be a third 
version that addresses both ET and well monitoring. 

 
M/S/U, Mike George, David Evans - to accept the Rules and Regulations version 2, ET 
model, with the addition that growers could opt out of ET and elect to use the well 
monitoring model method.  
 
AYE:  M. George, D. Evans, M. Orandi, J. Whelan, L. Kisling, J. Jongsma, &  N.  

Gatti  
 NAY:  None 

ABSENT: Parker Rous 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS - None 
  

NEXT MEETING DATE –  

The next Stakeholder Committee Meeting will be on Wednesday, September 24, 2025, at 9:00 
AM. The regular meeting dates will be held on the third Wednesday of each month starting on 
October 15, 2025.  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

President Kisling adjourned the meeting at 10:15 am. 
 

_______________________________ 
                                                                                  Diane M. Ennis, Secretary 
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